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Abstract 
In pre-independence Ireland and, subsequently, in the Irish Republic, 
questions about religious affiliation have been included as part of the 
Census of Population from 1861 onwards. For the 1861 to 1911 period, 
this information is available for each decennial census. No census was held 
in 1921 and so the final pre-Free State census was undertaken in 1911. 
In the present study distribution of Methodists is analysed based on the 
six pre-independence censuses. Distribution patterns are considered on a 
national and regional basis. Some initial consideration is given to causes for 
this distribution; however, this is a:t an early stage in this preliminary study. 
Introduction 
In 1851 a Religious Worship Census was undertaken in the whole on 
the United Kingdom except for Ireland. Thus, much information is 
available about religious affiliation, buildings and occupancy rates for 
England, Wales and Scotland. However, this survey was not carried out 
in Ireland and so less detailed information is available about the fourth 
United Kingdom country. However, the Census of Population for Ireland 
from 1861 onwards included questions relating to religion. While many 
of the original census books have been lost (or deliberately destroyed) the 
summary volumes remain accessible for the decennial censuses from 1861 
to 1911. No census was held in the Republic of Ireland (as it eventually 
became) after 1911 until 1926, when the religious affiliation of respondents 
was again explored. Questions asked for information about the religious 
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